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This is the ‘Sonic Story’ of Matthew Bourne’s The Midnight Bell.

It highlights loud and quiet moments from the performance and
moments when the sound changes suddenly.

A Sonic Story can be used by anyone who would benefit from
knowing about the sound of the show in advance.

Key information about the sounds of The Midnight Bell:

There is loud music throughout the production. This is
pre-recorded, not performed live. Lots of the music is from the
1930s with orchestral instruments and singers like Al Bowlly and
Elisabeth Welch.

There is no speaking in the performance, but people on stage
sometimes lip sing along with the songs. These moments are
marked with a musical note symbol.

There are several quiet moments.

There is an intense high-pitched sound that plays in the first and
second half. These moments are marked with a lightening bolt
symbol.

The next two pages describe the sounds in more detail.
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Energetic music Miss Roach lip Very
as different sings along to high-pitched Short bell
Short loud characters meet ‘The Nearness intense sound ring then
alarm bell inside The _Intense £ You' b (approx. 30 -
rings Midnight Bell high-pitched on seconds) g
: : ringing as Netta Elisabeth : thelend of
Start of first half: and George dance. Welch. the first haif.
Brief sounds of the Music builds Bold music as
city then Bob lip then loud crack ‘The Man | love’ Rolling drums Quiet Frank and
sings along to as several by Leslie as Mr Gorse moments Albert dance
‘A Man and His glasses hit Hutchinson plays and Miss with clock then sudden
Dream’ by Al tables in as Frank and Roach dance chimes and quiet as they
Bowlly. unison. Albert dance. in a hotel. dogs barking. kiss.
A .
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’WWW SONIC STORY - SECOND HALF
?dt @ Loud orchestral

flourish and singing

Projector sounds, Mr Eerie, unsettling :

This section moves Gorse lip sings along music then very slowly fades to quiet

between loud rolling  to ‘Guilty’ by Al Bowlly ‘What is This  loud, high-pitched  then George lip sings

drums and ‘Deep then flowing Thing Called intense sound along to ‘Solitude’ by

Night’ by Rudy instrumental music as Love? by (approx. 20 Arthur Tracy.
Start of act 2 Vallée. Bob and Jenny dance. Hutch plays. seconds). Bob playfully lip
gentle music as / @ sings ‘A Man and
Jenny lip sings Quiet moments Flowing orchestral . Two loud drum His Dream’ by Al
along to ‘Dancing then Bob lip sings music goes up and Very_qmet rolls then brief Bowlly then loud
with Tears in My along to ‘Maybe | down in volume whilst section as intense applause at the
Eyes’ by Ruth Love you Too Much’ characters are in a characters high-pitched sound end of the
Etting. by Al Bowlly. restaurant. dance alone as George enters. performance.
(approx. 2
mins).
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