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INTRODUCTION

This visual guide is designed for any audience members who would like to familiarise themselves
with what to expect from The Midnight Bell before they get to the theatre. The story is told entirely
through dance and music with no speech, so this guide should help you follow along.

It contains images and information about the characters, story and the production in general.
We hope this resource makes your visit more enjoyable.

If you have any comments, please get in touch at office@new-adventures.net.




SHOW NOTES

THEMES WITHIN THE SHOW

. Desire, Longing, Love, Betrayal, Dreams, Loneliness, Dependency

PLEASE BE AWARE

« The Midnight Bell is approximately 1 hour 50 minutes long, including a
20-minute interval.

« The age guidance for this show is 14+

« The dancers playing the characters in this guide may not be the same dancers on
the day you see the show, but the character costumes will be the same.

« The audience will clap during the show, for example when a big scene ends. You can
join in if you want to.

TRIGGER WARNINGS

This production contains scenes of a sexual nature, including sexual violence, and
mental distress, smoking on stage (fake cigarettes), alcohol dependency, haze and
flickering lights (not strobe).

« Some specific trigger warnings and sound warnings are in The Story section of
this guide.
« The story takes place at night so the stage will be quite dimly lit most of the time.







FRANK & ALBERT

Frank

Frank is a police officer who meets Albert when he is
off-duty, and they begin a clandestine relationship.

Albert

Albertis a West End chorus boy who meets Frank,
not knowing he is a police officer, and they begin
a clandestine relationship. He is also friends with
Netta, who he can often be found in conversation
with at the pub.




MISS ROACH & MR GORSE

Miss Roach

Miss Roach is a mysterious and lonely older
woman who prefers not to be close to other
people. She meets Mr Gorse and finds
unexpected passion.

Mr Gorse

Mr Gorse is an opportunistic con man who
seduces Miss Roach to take advantage of her.

MEET THE CHARACTERS



MR ECCLES & ELLA

Mr Eccles

Mr Eccles pursues Ella throughout the show and
often accidentally does the wrong thing leading to
slightly awkward situations.

Ella

Ella is infatuated with Bob, who doesn't feel the
same way, whilst being pursued by Mr Eccles. She
is the barmaid at The Midnight Bell pub.







S FLAT

SCENE 1 —BOB

THE STORY



SCENE 2 — MEET THE CHARACTERS

Vignettes of each character are spotlighted quickly:
Miss Roach quietly sitting at her dressing table; George's
internal struggle in his bedroom; Albert preening himself
in the mirror; Ella and Jenny pass by each other on the
street; Mr Gorse spots Miss Roach and pursues her;
Netta laughs on the phone then applies her makeup.
They all have a glass or bottle of alcohol nearby.

THE STORY



SCENE 3 — THE MIDNIGHT BELL

After the customers have drunk the night away, Ella and
Bob arrive next morning to open up and share sweet
moments, working seamlessly with one another. When
the pub opens again that night, Bob meets Jenny for the
first time and is immediately besotted.

Mr Gorse singles out Miss Roach, who is wary at first but
soon succumbs to his flirtation. He checks her purse
while her back is turned.

Frank and Albert have their first subtle interactions. As
the night goes on, George grows progressively more
distressed by Netta ignoring him.

The pub closes, Mr Eccles leaves his hat behind so he
can come back to speak to Ella alone after hours.




Mr Gorse checks himself and Miss Roach into a hotel
and seduces her further, drinks flowing. Simultaneously,
George carries a drunk Netta back to their flat and tries
to get her to bed to sleep it off. Netta grows sullen and

hateful but eventually sleeps.

—- -

THE STORY



SCENE 5 — A QUIET PARK

THE STORY



Surrounded by couples, Frank, now very drunk, stumbles
through the streets. His desire and his shame wrestle
with one another, until Albert finds him. A passionate,
sometimes tender, sometimes aggressive, duet follows,
finally ending with a kiss.

THE STORY







SCENE 6 — A DANCE HALL, ONE MONTH LATER

The patrons of The Midnight Bell dance the night away under a disco
ball at a member’s club. They dance in pairs until George appears
and cuts in to try to dance with Netta. As usual she pays him little
attention.

While everyone is engrossed in their own moments, Frank and Albert
find one another and have a quiet, intimate moment.

Later, Bob splashes the cash for Jenny to buy herself more drinks.

Mr Eccles and Ella have an unexpectedly sweet moment under the
disco ball, away from the crowd.

/\ TRIGGER WARNING: Disco ball may shine light into
the audience.

THE STORY




SCENE 7 — A RESTAURANT

/""\\‘
At a quiet restaurant, three couples are seated at small tables. Frank z\ .E’V
4 A
and Albert deep in conversation in a secluded corner, careful to be '
discreet; Mr Eccles and Ella on a slightly awkward but sweet date; B O\

and Miss Roach waiting for Mr Gorse, who eventually turns up late.

Mr Eccles suddenly gets down on one knee and proposes to Ella
who is taken aback. Under the pressure of many eyes on them,
she hesitantly accepts, and the pair are congratulated by the other
patrons.

Albert and Miss Roach look pensive, knowing happy marriage will
never be in their futures.




SCENE 8 — THE BUBBLE BURSTS

In quick succession, Frank, in uniform, catches Jenny soliciting
George on the street; Miss Roach sees Mr Gorse in the pub speaking
with Netta, assuming he is cheating on her; Albert is shocked and
angered to discover that Frank is a police officer; and Ellaand Mr
Eccles grapple with the reality that Ella does not want to marry him.

@ SOUND WARNING: Two minutes of intense quiet as each
character dances alone.



SCENE 9 — NETTA'S HOLD ON GEORGE

George, alone, sees Netta in his mind, luring him towards her. He
cannot help but go to her. He falls to the ground in a fit. When he
rises again, he is calm and collected.

@ SOUND WARNING: Eerie, unsettling music. Loud, high-pitched
sound plays for 20 seconds towards the end of the scene,
indicating the shift in demeanour in George.

& TRIGGER WARNING: Physical depiction of mental iliness.



SCENE 10 — ALBERT'S BEDROOM

Unable to sleep, Albert has a drink and he hears a knock at the door.
Frank, still in uniform, enters, apologetic and tender. But Albert is still
upset. After some time, they find their way back to each otherina
forlorn, loving duet.

THE STORY




SCENE 11 — JENNY'S BEDROOM

Jenny leads Bob to her bed and waits for him to undress. He wants
her to be gentle and demure, but instead she is confident and
seductive. Her line of work means she isn't used to a man being kind,
and they struggle to understand one another. In the end, Bob leaves
and Jenny is left alone in tears.



SCENE 12 — GEORGE AND NETTA'S BEDROOM

George approaches Netta at her dressing table. She asks him for a

light for her cigarette as usual, but he is unusually unwilling to cater to
her every whim. Instead, he challenges her with his confidence which
she unexpectedly finds alluring. But in the heat of passion, George
accidentally strangles Netta and she falls, limp, to the bed.

SOUND WARNING: High-pitched sound plays for 15 seconds at
the start of the scene, and at the end, not as loud as before.

/\ TRIGGER WARNING: Strangulation and death.

THE STORY




SCENE 13 — MISS ROACH'S BEDROOM

In a change of roles, Miss Roach takes charge of the situation with
Mr Gorse. She leads and he follows, rebuking his advances until he

accepts the new power dynamic. She seduces him, securing his o ’_
wrists together with his tie and then to the bed post before getting y = = =
dressed and leaving him there in his underwear, throwing money at ;:{;l_ e e S
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him as she exits. = ; ) : T,



SCENE 14 — CHRISTMAS

A subdued Christmas at The Midnight Bell. George drowns his
sorrows. Miss Roach sits alone. Mr Eccles attempts to cheer
everyone with a toast but is ignored. Frank and Albert drink alone on
opposite sides of the room. Jenny enters, clothes dishevelled and
makeup smeared.

George sees Netta walk in and take a seat, but she is a figment of his
imagination, tormenting him.

Frank and Albert sit down and secretly find one another’s hands
under the table with a smile.

Bob, bags packed, has one last drink before leaving town.

THE STORY



THE END

When the show ends, there will be loud clapping and cheering.

People may stand up as the performers take a bow.

When you leave the theatre, you might want to talk about what you've just seen or take some time

to quietly think about it on your own. The story might mean something different to you than it does
to other people.
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